
You can knock down our towers.
You can try to take away our flag.
You can never take away our pride.
We the People stand united
against terrorism.
We will prevail.
I love my country.
Mrs. Bush, my prayers are with you
and the president.

— By JADE HAMELRYCK, 10, fourth grade, 
Madeira Beach Elementary School

America:
F — is for Family.
R — is for the Rights we all have.
E — is for Education.
E — is for Equality.
D — is for Democracy.
O — is for Opportunity.
M —is for Me, I am an American.

— By STEVE SLAUGENHAUPT, 12, 
Meadowlawn Middle School, St. Petersburg

Attack on America
An act so violent
That took peoples lives
If you watched TV
You could hear their cries.

Dust is everywhere
Fires are burning
As people look on
Their stomachs are turning

The sadness is heavy
The twin towers are gone
Our freedom’s been challenged
What did the innocent do wrong?

When will we strike?
What happens next?
There’s no doubt about it
We’ve been attacked.

America’s stronger
Than this terrible act
We’re on alert
There’s no turning back.

— By CHELSEA KELLEY, 13, 
Carrollwood Day School, Tampa

After the terrorist attacks I was confused
and curious. Why would a group of people
want to hurt our wonderful country? It has
been talked about a lot in school, home and

outside. In class we expressed our feelings in
a journal. It is hard to imagine thousands and
thousands of innocent people dying. I am
scared we will go to war. I hope everything
clears up soon.

— By CLAIRE GOULD, 8, third grade, 
McMullen-Booth Elementary School, Safety Harbor

Tragedy
Gleaming out on the big city.
Seeing people everywhere.
Watching as the taxis and trolleys stroll along

the busiest streets of America.
Sliding in your quarter and searching for well-

known landmarks through the binoculars.
Staring in disbelief as a plane flies toward you.
Standing frozen in the midst of the people.
Hearing screams and shouts.

Hearing loud cries from the children.
Reality hits you and you start to run.
You don’t know where you are running.
Just running from the recent thoughts.
Finally thinking to run down the stairs.
Feeling like a bird as you fly down the stair-

wells of crowded, confused people.
Tears streaming down your face.
Scared to death but feeling so determined.
Reaching the ground and crying for joy.
Running from the building as fast as a

cheetah.
Turning around watching in despair as our

city’s Twin Towers collapse in a heap.
Thinking of home and family and friends.
Sorrow felt in your heart as you think.
America at its worst.

— CHELSEY BORTE, seventh grade, 
Bay Point Middle School, St. Petersburg

Free
Respect
Evolution
Enemy
Domination
Obligation
Monument

— By VERONICA DIAZ, 13, eighth grade, 
Pierce Middle School, Tampa

America
Family, family, how are you? My name is Gus-

tavo and how are you?
America, America, what a beautiful place.
Thank God for putting me here today.
My place, my country, Miami, that’s my beau-

tiful country.
Eve, yeah, that’s not me, but you know me, I

am cool like Eve.
Everyday life is good and enjoy it as I am

enjoying it too.
Oh my God, what’s up? I can’t believe it.
Memory is good to me. I never forget what

happens with me.
America is good to me. I love it so much like

you would not believe.
I am proud of being here in Tampa, like I am

doing the mamba in Tampa.
Conversation, yeah, that’s me. I love to talk

with the United States.
— By GUSTAVO SALAZAR, 13, eighth grade, 

Pierce Middle School, Tampa

Too much information. Too much horror. It
was like a bad dream, only worse. I went into

my room and stayed there for a little while to
think and regain my thoughts.

When I returned, I kept my eyes on the
television. Soon the twin towers that had been
hit collapsed. One, then the other. “That’s not
fair!” I said. “What about the people left inside?
The firefighters who went into the building? It
just isn’t fair!”

Live reports and eyewitness accounts inter-
rupted each other for the latest terrifying
story. I saw clips of Palestinians partying in
the streets. I hated them. My anger was
burning inside of me until I thought I would
explode.

Ghosts of white soot limped across the
Brooklyn Bridge. Those poor people. They
had made it, but others had not. Many more
would die in the war that President Bush had
declared on Afghanistan.

I had heard of Afghanistan before. It was
near India. I had never considered having a
war with Afghanistan or any country before
that day.

It is very sad what happened. I hate war.
— MATTHEW A. PAGAN, 12, seventh grade, 

home school, St. Petersburg

Coverage from 1D

By Sept. 17, ABC News had
decided to restrict footage of the air-
planes hitting the Trade Center from
its airwaves without well-thought-out
justification. Other TV news outlets
soon promised similar restraint.

Before long, it was obvious that
the same emotional connection that
made TV images of the airliner
crashes so powerful — wiring the
moment’s horror directly to our col-
lective consciousness — also proved
TV’s biggest flaw.

Television journalism has always
been an artful dance between emo-
tion and reason, balancing the objec-
tive distance needed for quality news
reporting with the emotional power
moving pictures often provide. Over-
loaded on sadness, anger, hope and
fear in the days immediately fol-
lowing the attack, TV news had to
struggle back to more objective, rea-
soned footing.

“We were asking our news
anchors to do two contradictory
things: To be the people we connect
with a surrogate fathers or friends,
and also to be a straight, efficient
reporting machine,” said Robert
Thompson, head of the Center for

the Study of Popular Television. “No
wonder journalism tradition tends to
be overtaken.”

Nowhere was that dichotomy
more apparent, strangely enough,
than during late-night host David
Letterman’s return to the airwaves
on Sept. 17.

Combining a sharp intellect with a
refreshingly down-to-earth approach,
Letterman took the stage with no
music and no humor, offering emo-
tional words on New York’s response
to the tragedy and saying Mayor
Rudy Giuliani’s request for normality
brought him back to TV.

Later, Rosie O’Donnell, Craig Kil-
born, Conan O’Brien and Jay Leno
would attempt similar speeches. But
none would do it as well.

Letterman’s composure con-
trasted with his first guest, CBS
anchor Dan Rather, who choked
back tears twice on air and offered
hazy, uninformed answers to simple
questions, such as “Why do these
terrorists hate us so much?”

Instead of noting the considerable
anger over America’s abandonment
of Afghanistan after its war with
Russia, Arab civilian deaths during
the Persian Gulf War and America’s
ties to Israel, the anchor suggested
Islamic fundamentalists were jealous

of the United States and cited the
lyrics to America the Beautiful.

As network TV’s new fall season
follows Letterman’s lead this week
— including three shows based on
CIA-type spy agencies — you can’t
help wondering if America’s media
culture will have learned anything
from the events of Sept. 11.

“We ought to pay attention to how
the notion of returning to sitcoms
and entertainment programming has
been completely linked to patriotic
duty,” said Syracuse University’s
Thompson. “You see someone on
CNN being interviewed because
she’s going to a Broadway play . . .
like her patriotic duty is going to see
The Producers. I don’t think it’s
entirely wrong, but it is interesting.”

Just as a crisis can galvanize indi-
viduals, the struggle to mount what
became the longest-running com-
mercial-free news event in the his-
tory of television highlighted the dif-
ferences in news organizations.

CNN, by far the most-watched
cable news network in the early
aftermath, proved its hard news 
and international focus with
restrained reporting and a valuable
overseas perspective. NBC News
used vast resources spread over
MSNBC, CNBC and NBC to provide

impressive domestic coverage, bol-
stering anchor Tom Brokaw with
MSNBC’s Brian Williams and the
Today show’s Matt Lauer and Katie
Couric.

Every TV news outlet made its
share of missteps. But Fox News
Channel’s aggressive approach 
was particularly troubling, rashly
predicting 10,000 casualties on 
Sept. 11, displaying the phone
number of a mental health coun-
seling service controlled by the
Church of Scientology, showing a
headline that claimed a Tampa stu-
dent was involved in the attack and
broadcasting hawkish comments
from signature personality Bill
O’Reilly and former Secretary of
State Lawrence Eagleburger, among
others.

“The shrillness in some of what
Fox is doing, I don’t think plays well
at all,” said David Klatell, academic
dean at Columbia University’s Grad-
uate School of Journalism. “The situ-
ation is so dramatic in and of itself, I
think sometimes the best thing
reporters can do is take a very mea-
sured tone.”

As the crisis progressed, hopeful
searchers, earnest rescue workers
and a small number of hoaxers and
scam artists birthed a network of

misinformation that stung TV news
outlets many times.

News that five firefighters had
been rescued after being under the
rubble for days, that a policeman
rode the debris down safely from the
82nd floor, that ten trapped police
officers were in contact with res-
cuers by cell phone — all were
reported on TV, and all were untrue.

Giuliani pleaded with reporters to
stop airing unconfirmed reports.
“Some of it is meaningless, ulti-
mately, because it gets corrected,
but some of it could be very, very
dangerous and very emotionally
damaging,” he noted.

After the first weekend, media out-
lets began to realize how vulnerable
they were to rumors and hoaxes,
and the end of continuous coverage
allowed time to think and gain valu-
able perspective.

Still, there were problems. Cov-
erage of Wall Streeters returning to
work Sept. 17 seemed to focus on
mostly white, mostly middle-class
business types (CBS’s 60 Minutes
and ABC News, in particular, fol-
lowed financial workers from their
suburban homes to their jobs).

It took National Public Radio to
offer a story Tuesday on the many
minimum wage and working class

folks also left without paychecks and
workplaces.

In the end, the most lasting effect
on the nation’s media may be finan-
cial.

Already this year, media outlets
had implemented significant layoffs
in the wake of an economic slow-
down that had slashed advertising
budgets.

Experts now say broadcasters
likely lost $300-million to $1-billion
nationwide — more than $2-million
locally — during their commercial-
free reports. Losses may continue as
advertisers remain uncomfortable
placing commercials next to crisis
coverage.

And faced with possible overseas
military action that may require
news organizations to rebuild and
restaff foreign bureaus shut by eco-
nomic concerns, a question
emerges.

Will the media be ready?
“Here we are faced with why

people watch news,” said Carl Got-
tlieb, of Columbia University’s Pro-
ject for Excellence in Journalism.
“And you can’t just drop a reporter in
Afghanistan and expect them to
make sense of a situation that has a
deep history. I hope the networks
learn a lesson from this.”

By CHRISTOPHER VALENTINE, 9, New Port Richey
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The day the world fell down
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